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ABSTRACT

TRIBAL POLITICS AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN

THE GOLDEN HORDE

ULI SCHAMILOGLU

This dissertation proposes a new model for the organization of
the Golden Horde and the other states of the Mongol world empire. It
discusses the "four-bey system" (the four garagz beys) in the successor
states to the Golden Horde (termed here the Later Golden Horde,
including the xanates of the Crimea, Kasimov, and Kazan), and proposes
that it may be used as a paradigm for understanding the organization of
the Cingisid states.

Chapter I includes a statement of thesis, a discussion of the
method used in this work for evaluating the conflicting evidence of
various categories of official and unofficial sources, a definition of a
"ruling tribe", and a brief historical introduction.

Chapter II offers the first original survey of the "four-bey
system" in the Later Golden Horde since V.V. Vel'yvaminov-Zernov (1864).
It defines an original set of characteristic features which may be used
to describe the role of the four garacz beys in these states.

Chapter III uses the same set of characteristic features to
propose that such a system (known as the four uzlus beys) also existed in

the earlier Golden Horde as well as in the Ilxanate in Iran, in the



Cajatay xanate in Central Asia, in the Mongol Yilan dynasty in China, and
in the Great Xanate of the 13th century.

Chapter IV re—examines the history of the Golden Horde in light
of the "four-bey system". On this basis it is able to offer a new
interpretation of the role of NoJay, Qutlug Temiir, and a series of other
figures in the Golden Horde. It also examines the problem of the two
divisions of the White and Blue Hordes in the Golden Horde.

Chapter V traces the "four-bey system”" from the time of Mamay in
an effort to establish the continuity of the "four-bey system"” from the
Golden Horde to the rise of the states of the Later Golden Horde. It
examines in particular the role of the $irin "ruling tribe” in this

series of events.
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NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION AND USAGE

This dissertation employs a unified transliteration system based
on the Republican Turkish alphabet for non-Latin alphabets (excluding
Chinese, which is given in Wade-Giles). Many common terms such as
"vezir" are given in the convenient forms available in modern Turkish in
preference to other available spellings in English. In the case of
certain terms such as "bey" and especially beylerbeyi, the modern
Turkish form is a convenient (though anachronistic and potentially
misleading) alternative to the multiple forms one would have to use in
order to be historically accurate. Certain other terms such as "xan" and
"wanate" are given in forms following the transliteration system of this
dissertation in preference to other available spellings in English.
Given the difficulty in establishing a practical and consistent usage,
the author asks for the indulgence of the reader. The following special
usages in this system are indicated as they would appear in English or

according to other common scholarly conventions:

Transliteration = English and Other Scholarly Coventions
ne di
¢! ch
g gh; Turkish "soft g"
e Turkish and Turkic "back [dotless] 1"
i Russian yeri
"3 zh
g velar or uvular k
"g" sh
Hepn kh
e Arabic ‘ayn

-



Most of the other characters will be easily recognized by Islamist and
Slavist alike. Long vowels are indicated by a circumflex, except in the
case of direct quotations of other works using a macron . Arabic wéw is
transliterated "w" for Arabic, but "v" for Persian and Turkic. In the
same way Arabic d corresponds to Persian z and so on. The medieval
Turkic words and names appearing in this work are transliterated
according to this system as though they were in Gagatay, but without
diacritical marks or indication of vowel length. Therefore, Tatar words
and names are not indicated in their modern vocalization. Ottoman

Turkish is rendered by modern Republican Turkish orthography.
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PREFACE

This dissertation is first and foremost an interpretative essay
covering the history of many regions of the world over many centuries.
Since a dissertation must be a finite presentation of scholarly research
and analysis and at the same time be submitted within a specified amount
of time, this work does not nor can it claim to be an exhaustive
treatment of its broad subject. The individual topics discussed in this
work are each worthy of monographic treatment, but it is hoped that the
results achieved in this work will more than justify the comparative
approach used here stressing breadth over detail.

It is difficult for one person to consult even the readily-
available printed sources for the history of the Mongol world empire,
let alone master their languages, within the limits established for
one's career as a graduate student. For this reason this work will limit
itself to sources already published and rely heavily on a vast body of
secondary literature in order to be able to present a cogent and
complete argument within the time period allotted. This is especially
true for Chapters II and V, which deal with the Later Golden Horde.
These chapters defer to the work of earlier scholars who have studied
the Slavic sources in depth simply in order to enable the project to
reach completion in its present form. The focus throughout this
dissertation will be the Islamic sources, which is the author's field of
primary interest and training. At the same time it is these very sources
which have been subjected to the most serious mishandling and

misinterpretation by earlier scholars.
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Though the archives of many states offer abundant material, the
introduction of additional data and the fleshing out of the contours
outlined in this work will remain for future stages of the project of
which this dissertation is hopefully only the begimning. It is the
presentation of a concept, the identification of a system of state and
social organization in a number of states and an analysis of its bearing
on Cingisid history as a whole, which is the main goal of this

dissertation.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1. Statement of Thesis

This dissertation has as its focus a single important ¢ingisid
institution which it tries to identify in a number of Cingisid states.
This institution, which shall be called the "four-bey system", is known
from the successor states to the Golden Horde as the four garac¢i beys.
The first task of this dissertation is to further refine the definition
of this system for the successor states to the Golden Horde (a period
which may be termed here the Later Golden Horde). It then attempts to
establish its existence earlier in the Golden Horde and the other states
of the Mongol world empire; in these states the "four-bey system" was
represented by the four ulus beys. The final step is to apply the
concept of this system to a re-interpretation of the history of the
Golden Horde and the transition to the Later Golden Horde.

The states of the Later Golden Horde (including the xanates of
the Crimea, Kasimov, Kazan, and others) were each ruled by a sovereign
who was called a "xan" and was descended from ¢ingis Xan. What makes
these states remarkable, however, is the "four-bey system", in which
four beye or "leaders" of one of a group of four "ruling tribes"
("extraordinary" or "high-status tribes") shared power with the
sovereign in the governing of the "state". (The "state" also included
other "tribes" ["ordinary", "non-ruling", or "low-status tribes"], as
well as the indigenous peoples who were subject to the Mongol states
following their conquest.) The "leaders" of these four "ruling tribes",

who were called the four garagi beys, constituted the "land" in each of



these states and acted together as a "council of state" in deciding many

of the important matters of state.! mp. four beys were also responsible
for the selection of a new xan or the removal of an undesirable xan.
Additional aspects of the "four-bey system” in each xanate are examined
in an effort to present a summary of the characteristic features of this
system. This will be the content of Chapter IIT.

Chapter III will take the "four-bey system" known from the Later
Golden Horde as the basis for the reconstruction of the same system in
the earlier Golden Horde. The scholars who pioneered the study of the
history of the Golden Horde and the other Mongol states were not aware
of the existence of the system described here, since the only
significant description of the four gara¢i beys prior to the fourth
decade of the 20th century appeared in Russia in the 19th century.2
Although a few scholars have taken into account some of the same sources
for the "four-bey system” in the Golden Horde as does this dissertation,
they have not considered the evidence for the Later Golden Horde in
their descriptions of the organization of the Golden Horde in the 13th-
14th centuries. Without a clear picture of the institution of the gqaraciz
beys of the Later Golden Horde as a model or guide, the sources for the

Golden Horde itself seem confused or contradictory.

[1] This description borrows some of its terminology from E.L.
Keenan, Jr., "Muscovy and Kazan: Some Introductory Remarks on the
Patterns of Steppe Diplomacy", Slavic Review 26 (1967), pp. 548-558; and
"Muscovy and Kazan' 1445-1552: A Study in Steppe Politics", unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation (Harvard University, 1965), especially pp. 89-97.

[2] The first and only overview of this system was by V.V.

Vel 'vaminov-Zernov, Izsledovanie o kasimovskix tsaryax 1 tsarevigax, ii,
Trudi Vostognago otdeleniya Imperatorskago Russkago arxeologigeskago
obscestva 10 (St. Petersburg, 1864), pp. 411-437. For subseguent
scholarship on this question see Chapter II as well as the
Historiographical Essay (Part II of the Bibliography).



